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Abstracts

Report: Fiscal 2023 Collection Exhibition “At the Zoo — From the Tokyo Metropolitan Collection and
Other Collections”
Ouchi Hikaru

From November 16, 2023 to January 8, 2024, the Collection Exhibition “At the Zoo — From the Tokyo Metropolitan Collection
and Other Collections” was held in Gallery B at the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum. Placing its focus on the founding and
development of the Ueno Zoo neighboring this museum—the oldest “zoo” in Japan, dating from 1882 (Meiji 15)—this exhibition
sought to illustrate the multi-faceted relationship between people and “zoos” from the modern period to the present day. This it did
through diverse materials related to zoos and zoo history primarily in Japan, ranging from paintings, prints, and photographs to
videos, official documents, and family photos, which it displayed by chronological time period under set themes.

The exhibited materials were borrowed from the Tokyo Metropolitan Collections at the Edo-Tokyo Museum, Tokyo
Photographic Art Museum, and Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo, and cultural facilities in Taito City including the Tokyo
National Museum, Tokyo University of the Arts, the Tokyo Zoo Association, and the Taito City Library. Other art and general
museums, as well as galleries, public archives, and individuals also kindly loaned materials in their possession for the exhibition. By
assembling and interrelating these materials in the context of “zoo history,” new historical significance could be discovered in

materials maintained in different collections. In this paper, I briefly review the content of the exhibition following its structure.

Introducing a Work in the Collection

Tatehata Kakuzo, SAKASA (Inverted Umbrella), 1973
66 X 122 X 200 cm; aluminum, stainless steel, iron
Yamada Katsurako

Tatehata Kakuzo (1919-2006), whose father Taimu was a sculptor in the Japan Art Academy Exhibition (Teiten), produced
figurative sculptures of the human form early in his career. After exploring the style of Henry Moore, he moved to creating abstract
sculptures. Because of his efforts to form a sculpture department in the Kohdo Bijutsu Association and his intellectual perspectives
on sculpture cultivated through extensive experience overseas, Tatehata is generally regarded as a driving force behind abstract
sculpture in Japan’s postwar period.

This work, submitted by Tatehata to the 28th Kohdo Bijutsu Exhibition in 1973, is one of a series of metal sculptures of umbrella
motif undertaken in the 1970s. In its inversion of an everyday object and preconceived notions, and its implicitly stated social
criticism, the work’s humorous image recalls the piece Ceremony (1972) he created the prior year. Both works differ significantly in
appearance from abstract sculptures that Tatehata previously and subsequently produced, and strongly reflect the anti-establishment
mood of the time. When viewing them in the light of the artist’s statements, however, we find a unique creative approach that
motivates Tatehata’s works of different periods and themes. That approach can be described as a process of constant experimentation

and an attitude of pursuing new sculpture.
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Why Did Fujimaki Yoshio Draw Scenes from the Sumidagawa River?
Fujioka Hayato

The Sumida River flowing through Tokyo has been the setting for many works of art and narratives. Among them is Scenes from
the Sumidagawa River, an important work by Fujimaki Yoshio (1911-1935), an artist who came to Tokyo at 16 from Tatebayashi,
Gunma Prefecture and worked actively until his sudden disappearance at the age of 24. This hakubyoga emaki (scroll picture drawn
in fines lines in monochrome ink) produced by Fujimaki in 1934 at the young age of 23 depicts scenery of the modern city coexisting
with nostalgic old-time townscapes on opposite sides of the Sumida River, about ten years after the Great Kanto Earthquake. Four
rolls were discovered after the war, of which rolls 1 to 3 were donated to the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum in 1978 and
transferred to the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo in 1994.

In this paper, I consider why Fujimaki Yoshio painted this picture scroll. I begin by reviewing his biography and the
circumstances leading to his creation of the scroll. I thereafter describe the work’s social reception in postwar Japan. In this regard, I
begin with printmaker Ono Tadashige’s theory concerning Fujimaki’s extreme poverty and explanation of his suicide by drowning—
subjects Ono discussed repeatedly in his writings—and follow with Fujimaki’s relationship with the Kokuchukai, a lay Nichiren
Buddhist organization, an aspect that was newly proposed by Sunouchi Toru after discovery of the picture scroll. Finally, I examine
Fujimaki’s objective in painting the scroll, and the work’s significance, from the perspective of Fujimaki's faith as an artist who

found refuge in the Lotus Sutra.
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